
“All that we are is the result of what we have thought. The mind is 
everything. What we think we become.”  ~ Buddha 

Dear WHS School Community: 
The year seems like it’s off to a pretty smooth start.  Of particular note, the 
relationships being formed between teachers and students have been happening 
quickly and thoughtfully.  Developing solid connections with students is the real 
difference-maker:  they can show students how passionate teachers are about 
their job and content area; and, it strengthens the opportunities for students to 
grow, develop, and learn in meaningful ways.  Building relationships between 
teachers and students, and additionally with the content and skills to be learned, 
is critical to students achieving success. 
Let us all support every child to engage in the learning process, and to 
communicate early on with their teachers if there any questions or concerns that 
arise.  To this end, please take the time to review our school community’s beliefs 
and protocol around reporting academic progress online and communicating with 
staff. 
Thanks again for your cooperation and support.  Enjoy this season of autumn. 
 
Best, 
Brian Callaghan 
Principal 
 

Procedure for addressing issues/conflict: 
• Parents should encourage students to address issues with their teacher 

directly. 
• If the student is not satisfied, the student should seek out the respective 

department head 
• If further clarification is needed, a parent/guardian should contact the 

teacher 
• If the parent is still not satisfied with the outcome, the parent should 

contact the appropriate Assistant Principal. 
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Parent/Guardian Guidelines for Viewing 
Progress Online 
As a district, we are committed to student learning and believe that effective 
communication is an essential part of the process.  We believe that this system 
involves three invested parties--teacher, student, and parent/guardian--with the 
student at the center.  Therefore we have adopted an online gradebook with a 
desire to share details of academic progress and increase student 
responsibility.  We hope access to information helps both students and 
parents/guardians track and understand student progress in individual classes. 
At WHS we also recognize that grades are but one of several tools that can be 
used to monitor student achievement.  Our high school believes that although 
reporting grades is necessary, it is more important to emphasize the learning, 
growth, and development of all students. 
When viewing your student’s academic progress online, please be mindful of the 
following: 

• Use the online grade information as a means for a productive and positive 
conversation about the learning process with your student.  For example, 
you can discuss the experience of completing the work and what was 
learned. 

• Encourage your student to monitor his/her own progress online.  High 
school students should take ownership of, and have responsibility for, the 
grades they have earned.  Students should address questions or 
concerns about their progress directly with the teacher. 

• Talk to your student.  Often, students have additional information about 
assignments, class work, and grades.  Bear in mind, ongoing 
assessments may raise or lower a grade prior to the conclusion of the 
marking period. 

• Different courses and instructors have varying systems for evaluating 
work, calculating and reporting grades.  This information will be 
communicated to students by their teachers. 

• Online updates will vary from class to class.  However, all online grades 
will be up to date at mid-quarter and at the end of each marking 
period.  Please refer to the following dates: 

(range:  mid- quarter date plus 7 days; end of quarter reporting date is 1 
week after end of quarter) 

o Quarter 1:  Sept. 29- Oct. 6 (Progress Report); November 8 (End of 
Term Grade) 

o Quarter 2:  December 6-13 (Progress Report); January 31 (End of Term 
Grade) 

o Quarter 3:  March 1-8 (Progress Report); April 10* (End of Term Grade) 
o Quarter 4*:  May 9-16 (Progress Report); last day of school (End of 

Term Grade) 
(3rd & 4th quarter dates are subject to change) 
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Fine Arts 
The Fine Arts Department is excited to be back working with students and 
families for what we know will be another fantastic school year.  
We would like to welcome our newest staff members, Ms. Ballachino and Mr. 
Glenn, to the department. Ms. Ballachino will be teaching 3D Art, while Mr. Glenn 
is teaching 2D Art. Students have already created some beautiful work in their 
classes and we look forward to displaying student products throughout the year.  
All of our after school ensembles and clubs are up and running, so please be 
sure to register students in FamilyID as soon as possible.  Students should 
contact their teachers if they are still  interested in joining any of our activities.   
Upcoming Events:  

• Friday, October 6th: Senior District Forms Due 
• Thursday, October 12th: Yankee Candle Fundraiser Ends 
• Wednesday, October 25th: Choral Collage Concert (5pm & 7pm) 
• Friday, October 27th: Center Stage’s Annual Haunted House (7-9pm) 

Please refer to the Fine Arts website for more information, or follow the 
department on twitter: @WboroFineArts.  

Business & Computer Science 
The Business and Computer Science Department is off to a great start.  New this 
year on Wednesdays….Computer Science MakerSpace, which provides an 
opportunity for students to collaboratively explore, design, and create.  There are 
several national challenges that students can participate in including, The 
Congressional App Challenge and Technovation Challenge.  Other opportunities 
include computer science clubs such as Girls Who Code.  Girls Who Code was 
founded with a single mission:  To close the gender gap in technology. 
Clubs offered in the Business Department include, FBLA (Future Business 
Leaders of America), on Wednesdays  and Stock Club on Thursdays. 

Physical Education & Wellness 
Check out the Physical Education, Health & Wellness Website!  There are lots of 
great things happening in both Health and P.E. at Westborough High 
School.  The freshmen in health have spent the majority of September learning 
the skills of Accessing Information & Analyzing influences.  The Physical 
Education students have been actively engaged in multiple activities including 
soccer, tennis, ultimate frisbee, softball, fitness activities and cooperative team 
games.  Some new units and activities will be unveiled in the month of October, 
so feel free to ask our students about it. 

Westborough Youth & Family Services 
Westborough Youth and Family Services is conducting their annual 
depression screening on Thursday, October 5th from 10am to 7pm. This is 
free, confidential, and tests for a range of issues. If you or someone you 
know would like more information, go to Westborough Youth and Family 
Services' website. 
Westborough Youth and Family Services in collaboration with the 
Westborough School Department is planning to show three documentaries 
over the course of the 2017-2018 school year to spark conversations 

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2220638&pageId=2220644
http://westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=32302986
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about ways to address the stress our children and teens face in this 
increasingly complex world.  These films will be shown in the 
Westborough High School Auditorium at 7 pm.   
Race to Nowhere is a film by Vicki Abeles that “examines the pressures 
faced by young people, teachers and parents in our high-stakes public 
and private education system and our pressure cooker culture. … It is a 
call to mobilize families, educators, experts and policy makers to examine 
current assumptions on how to best prepare … youth to become healthy, 
bright, contributing and leading citizens.”  This film will be shown on 
October 26, at 7 pm.   
Beyond Measure seeks to answer questions raised in Race to Nowhere.  
It showcases schools across the country that have shifted from a test-
driven education culture to one that values personal growth over test 
scores and encourages passion over ranking.  This film will be shown on 
January 25 at 7 pm. 
Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston saw her own daughter’s 
involvement with her phone and social media and “learned that the 
average kid spends 6.5 hours a day looking at screens. She wondered 
about the impact of all this time and about the friction occurring in homes 
and schools around negotiating screen time.”  Screenagers is the film she 
created to document her journey to figure out how to manage this as a 
mother and how we can manage it as a culture.  This film will be shown on 
March 22 at 7 pm.  
Call WYFS for more information at 508-366-3090 or email 
yfs@town.westborough.ma.us. 
 

Important Dates: 
October 9 -  Holiday – Schools/Offices Closed 
October 13 - Lifetouch Picture Day 
October 16 – Fall Town Meeting 
October 17-21 – Week of Lights! 
October 21 – Science Day & Robotics Competition 
October 26 – Half Day Students 
October 27 – Homecoming Dance & Center Stage Haunted House 
October 28 – Best Buddies Halloween Dance 
 
 
Westborough High School Website 
 

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=35937&pageId=35132924
http://www.mwlma.org/public/genie/382/school/6/date/2017-10-16/view/week/
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=35937&pageId=35945
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